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could pay cash for It otherwise he had
to charge us full for a ton deliv
ered at a time We wou ld have been
glad to choose the first method but we
could not and before we know it we
were 20 behind with the second Our
provision bill also went up with a bound
We were feeding four now instead of
two and w ith a new cook accustomed
to country plenty who used butter
lard eggs and milk with a prodigal
inability to appreciate their cost

Four other bills worried me jrreatly
We had still to pay about 150 on our
furniture my Jaw school cost me 10 a
month to please Annie I bought some
new clothes before our two mothers
came that was 50 and while at
work on my compilation I undertook to
buy on Installments an encyclopedia of
law that was 135 more The payments
on these accounts amounted to a

wife It will do you no good to aj
ue waving me toward his door I
promised Mr Chamberlain I would not
tell But I guess you might just as well
go home and find out You will
not be worth much here today

I reached I found the Ut
tlo wife propped up against the pillows
and a promise of her old color in her
cheeks She held out a letter to m
with both hands exclaiming as I
into the room

Oh Philip read It read it I think
everybody In the world is trying to
kind to us

I did read these words swimming
and blurred toward the end In spite of
their stiff and sharppointed penman

To the Mother of the New Little Girt
and the Wife of Philip Schuvjer
Two old men send you their best

WASHINGTON D C April 26 1905
To the Editor of Washington Times

Dear Sir Twenty years ago I came to Washington a young man
filled with ambition I was one of the first in my part of the country
to pass a civil service examination and I entered the departmental serv
ice with strong hopes of developing what abilities I had and rendering
a good account of them by working for the Government Today every
chance of doing anything with my abilities is gone I hack
hemmed in by the and little politics of one of the
mehts and I am utterly unable to get work anywhere else In the ret
rospect of fortyfour years my life is a decided failure

I have written out the story of my transformation clearly and hon
estly I have found it necessary to change names of course but all
the other details are accurate reports of my own experience

I believe that if the young men of today could read my story they
would find It a powerful warning against entering the service where in 40

In nervous fear that every messenger
from the Secretarys pfHce was sent to
conduct me to my creditors I kept
away from the street of the furniture
store and I made a detour on my way
to the station to escape the tailor But
no subterfuges could carry peace to my
mind Nothing but money could do
that

At home I tried to be cheerful and I
was It ie very strange I think that
when the heart is chilled through and
through a man can nevertheless forget
all about his trouble if only he tries to
dp so for the sake of somebody else 1
was trying for Annies sake

One day the message came from Mr
Chamberlain H told me simply that
a tailor had fllef t a complaint against
me That he said was his official duty
As he spoke he arose from his chair
came around the desk to me who stood
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dividual ability counts for nothing or almost npthing and ambition is
stifled beyond hope For that reason I hope you can find room in your
paper for the inclosed with the understanding that if you use It you
are to edit out none of the facts If you cannot use it please return to
the address on the inclosed slip

Very truly yours
A COG IN THE WHEEL
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SYNOPSIS OF CHAPTERS
In the f days of the civil service

away back in the eighties the author of
The Life Story of a Department Clerk a

young Indiana lawyer came to Washington
to accept a clerkship in the office of the
Assistant Attorney General haying the
dreamiest sort of a dream that he had
planned his way into the office of the At
torney General

He describes his entry Into the service
of the Government and the shocks to Iris
disunity administered not only by the lordly
Watchman but by future associates

He tells how he plunged into the routine
work of ap ylns the little law in printed
pamphlets to letters of inquiry

TIle reader is made acquainted with his
roommates the chief a of fifty or

y ar3 short and half fat over
hearty in manner with un

profane a hard drinker a gambler
kind to everyone a lawyer by courtesy
only and one who owes his position to a
campaign speech the second in authority
Mr a tall extremely taciturn
JLhlnlippe dlfficulttoapproach

a lawyer by virtue of a general legal
knowledge as extended and accurate says
the writer as any I have ever encoun
tered an Irishman OMara about thirty
years old suave fluent even tempered
and a flne advertising agent of his own
talents who knew Jittle law spent much
time in gassing the gerls and who da
fled the Dlmmycrats to put him out a
widow Mrs Errol who was appointed
through the influence of her husbands
friends and an woman the
Dragonfly who seemed to rely her office
standing upon the Intimate friendship with
a member of the National Senate

The first passes by before the author
realizes it He enjoys living the life in a
big city which affords diversions unattain
able In the small community from which he
came Nevertheless he does not devote all
his spare moments to pastime for be pursues
his studies In the endeavor to get a diploma
from a school of law So passes the first
winter and the next

Then comes an event which brings about
si change in all The chief of the division
dies and OMara becomes his successor al
though fellowclerks believe Macpherson en
titled to the promotion Yls It Is Mr
OMara and Ini sorry you are disappointed
says the appointee in noting the look of
surprise pn the face of the writer Macpher
aon makes arrangements to leave the
division and the writer takes steps to do
likewise His judgment tells him to go
back home His pride him to stay
He catches the department fever and o
tains a transfer OMara lending his aid
He learns with surprise that his new posi
tion is a clerkship requiring no legal at
tainments but reconciles himself as best
he can to the bed he has made and has
to He upon

in the meanwhile reaps praises
from the newspapers for the reorganiza
tion of the division

Du ring the Harrison Administration the
scramble after plums kills the last of the
writers theories on the merit system as then
enforced and ne accepts the advice of Mr
Macpherson to join and help run the In
diana Republican Association lest it run him
out of tne Attacks are made on
his qualifications for membership through the
machinations of OMara but an unexpected
friend is found in Colonel Powell the new
assistant attorney general and conscientious
public servant and the writer wins in his
fight for office in the association He secures
a transfer to the office directly under the su
pervision ot Colonel Powell and Is made
happy by a chance to return to legal work He
undertakes the labor of compiling the laws
which affect his department In the mean
while he brings from Indiana A girl who
had been trained to think the making of a
home for her husband and her children the
best work God could give her Days begin
In which the sun touches excry leaf and
blade of grass with gold

The writer rejects a promising opportunity
to return to his home town and practice
law

IX months stir and confusion Re
rnVv U nnS7p 1 flfinnrtTneht The

martyrs to their convictions or
were brothers to Congressmen or had
been loyal to the organization were
all placed Then the party having been
served the official mind turned leisurely
to Its work

Colonel Powell realigned his bureau
with the same selfconstraint which had
marked his reception of me and the
same generous results In the room next

own private office he gathered all
the good lawyers on his roll To each
of these lawyers he assigned one feature
of the bureaus labors The other rooms
were sorters and feeders As cases came
into the bureau these other clerks flled
end grooved them so that they passed
without delay to examination and de
cifion And every case which was In

lite least Irregular was scrutinized by
the BJg Chief himself

Tho effect was to expedite the decls

together with the inaccuracy which had
previously marred our work Neverthe
less subordinates of the OMara stripe
did not like the change They did not
find It pleasant being mall clerks they
said and they were not slow in making
themselves heard on the subject

One day we all heard gossip flew
about our department like thistledown
In the wind that the Secretary and the
Big Chief were fighting it out over our
reorganization Half a dozen Senators
had complained it was said that their
favorites were pot taken care of The
report had It further that the Secretary
himself was not any too much pleased
when he learned that one of his subor
dinates had been playing checkers with
his clerks without consulting the de
partments executive I listened to it
ill with a sick heart I thought I knew
Colonel Powell pretty wen and I fore
saw or thought I foresaw that he
would leave the service before he would
submit himself to supervision from
every ward heeler or country dema
gogue who happened to be in Congress

That day and ths next passed anx
iously The assistant to the Attorney
General moved In and out of the office

serene at first glance as ever he had
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been but there was a light In his eye
made it hard to look Into it square

ly The third day we came to work still
anxious But there was no news
Neither was there any the next day or
the next We never did get any in
fact until we realized that In the
tinuation of his rea Colonel
Powell had won his fight

i jii
Keunion of Friends

Our force of lawyers had been too
small at first and our force of clerks
too large we had Had too many
OAIaras and too few Macphersons So
the Big Chief brought Into our room two
other clerks a young Irishman named
Donnelly and Sir Macpherson That
was a happy day for me I laughed to
myself and hummed all afternoonthinking of my friends vindication andthe pleasure of telling the news to
Annis Old Taciturnity laughed too
and took his seat at a desk near my
window with the happiest air I hadever known him to wear

Strange to say It was Donnellys
coming which stirred us most He wasas true a wearer of tile green as
OMara and as shrewd but for every
falling which the division chief betray
ed the newcomer had a Hitter distaste
Kven OMaras suavity and mild temper
proved to Donnelly that his fellow wasan outrageous hypocrite The first
time the two came together the division
chief told the other with flno emphasis
of his own success as a clerk and his
prowess as an athlete All the answer
he got was this delivered with easy
laugh that caught the attention of the
whole room

Th payple thot blow their own hams
Mister OMara usualley crawl out thlittle ind

I havb long had a theory that enemies
as an Institution are passing out of the
world Most of us are too busy serving
ourse lves to pursue each other out of
hatred When we do liarm to others It
Is for the sake of some material advantage

An Vendetta
OMara and Donnelly were conspicu

ous exceptions to my rule The latters
philosophy at the formers expense soon
echoed all through the department Then
came a counter observation from
OMara that Mister Donnelly pro
nounced with the accent on the second
syllable would not be long makin
music of anny sart on his harn In thisdapartment Other lovemessages fol
lowed thick Obliging friends carriedthem while ihey were still hot Inless than a month the two hated eachother bitterly

This was the atmosphere In which Icompleted by compilation of the officelaws The work was decidedly exacting
Two searches were needed to establishevery single phase of our practice
Where Congress had been specific I hadto examine the whole record of laterdepartmental orders to see if Congress
had not been superseded bv something
done as the President shall determine
and where the department had ruled finaliy I had to examine the whole record oflater laws to see that it had not been
overruled by Congress Moreover the
volume taxed my literary abilities asheavily as mv legal perception for when
rhe manuscript was ready for theprinter a lull half of It was my compo
sition either brief of the law or
a description of the office practice

Colonel Powell went over it with me
word by word Sometimes we worked
it the office sometimes at his house
and sometimes on Sundays at my
house The companionship proved ex
tremely pleasant The Big Chief knew
the law as well almost as Mr Mac
pherson and was an excellent moot
opponent Even conclusion in the com
pilation he combated in possible
way and when at last he marled

O K on the final chapter I was
happy In tlte confidence that my work
had stood as exacting an inquiry as any
court could give it

The volume meant a great deal more
o me than so many months labor more
y It the first notable thing I had

accomplished for my profession It was
o be I hoped the opening of the door
x many such accomplishments More
ver Annie had given her time to make
t accurate putting aside her sewing and

housework to hunt through old law
as dry as lime And the long

Sundays in our library or out under the
with nnle at one side of the

table or huntin through refer
ence our visitor leaning back in

seat I had built with my own tools
ind I reading my manuscript aloud to
thom both they were as peaceful and
is useful as any Sabbath days we
n ierht have spent in church
So we found when the work was done

that It had woven its thread Into the
of oUt first year of married life

our furniture and our garden we
not think of It and not mincle

vMi it thoughts of that blessed diffi
ult happy first year together
Yet the joy passed out of It and left
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our charts aching the Instant the first
proofs came For the title page ascrib
ed all the labor to the secretary and
did not even mention my name My
heart was so heavy and my mind so
dazed I could not at first grasp the
situation I spoke tb Colonel Powell
about it at once and the answer he
made sympathetic und kind as It was
clinched my disappointment hopelessly

I understand exactly how you feel
he said It Is something of a surprise
to me also But this is the custom
of the department Everything Issued
by it bears the name of the Secretary
and my superiors will not even consider
adding your name to his He paused
almost Imperceptibly before he con
tinued I have thought you might find
it hard to tell that little wife of yours
After you nave told her wont you let
an old fellow like me come out to talk
it over

And he did come All the evening he
sat In the little library where we three
had worked so often talking to us as
though we were children and maybe we
were reassuring Annie that my work
was appreciated and comforting me with
assurances that no adverse influence
could down ability armed with grit
He narrowly caught his train but when
he said goodnight he took time to pat
the little wifes elbows as her father
might have done We stood with the
door open for a moment looking at the

t
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path of light which reached out before
us Then we turned Into our home and
both of us cried

Down in the Mouth
The year was harder after that We

had to keep a sharp watch on our
selves not to become despondent Annie
was unnaturally depressed but she
fought so bravely against her low spir
its that I could hardly bear to look on
I was almost discouraged and every
month made the course roucher

Wo had a letter about this time from
Mrs Bell telling us that she and my
mother planned to visit us for a mpnth
or two in the dead of winter Annies
mother said she could not stay away
any longer her daughters letters had
been too down in the mouth and my
mother said was coming to teach
Annie how to male saltrising bread

XI
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With that new Interest ahead the
Wife forgot her fears for my future and
set about contentedly to make the house
ready We bought some lumber from
the sawmill that I might make a dress
ng table and Annie gathered pieces from
every to make a quilt For a
month I planed and sawed and ham
mered while my gentle wife snipped
arid basted and sewed

I should have been studying Instead
This was to be my year In the law
school the only year that did not deal
with the law chiefly as a review of
what I had learned at home When a

source
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mans mother comes to make him a vis
it however and his motherinlaw
comes along too he is quick to bend all
his energies making ready

Our two old women fitted them
selves Into our homo they liad
done unpacking their trunks My mo
ther took charge of the kitchen and be
gan on dinner Mrs Bell looked over
Annies sewing and drew enough white
cloth out of her trunk to tent a regi
ment and in a moment my mother was
running upstairs to look over it also
It was half an hour before the inspec
tion ended and when those three wo
men came down their faces were
all bright with mysterious smiles

1 do not remember that It was es
pecially cold that winter But I have
no doubt whatever that our coal bills

enormous Our supply came from
an agent at the next suburban station
who volunteered to give us a discount
on enoufih to last us all winter If I
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tome

were

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

month My Income was 100 a month
When I deducted the money due on In
stallments therefore we had left for our
living expenses only iOO Yet cur rent
coal and provisions at that time with
my commutation charges and the in
cessant buying of sewing material more
than consumed 5100 a month

i ir
Putting Off the Collectors

This burst upon me when I first found
It to put off the collectors
We had begun housekeeping determined
to keep out of debt We kept bur pro
vision bills paid as regularly as the day

necessary

¬

¬
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¬

came on the calendar Our concession
as to furniture was as far as we could
see reasonable rind cautious The
clothes and books which wen upon us
before we really understood the bur
den they meant did not involve us for
large payments It was clearly the
large Increase in our living expenses
the simple visit of these two loving
women which produced this crisis and
compelled us choose between paying
cash for the and meeting
obligations which we thought might as
wen be held over

The furniture man came twice withina week with a statement that ho must
report my case to the head of the
department If I did not pay promptly
The book man told me to take my own
time The tailor answered my excuses
with a curt Youd no business to buy
th clothes if you couldnt pay for em
And I gave up my law school

The burden was very heavy J lived

necessarIes
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there so humiliated I could not speak
and caught me by the elbow

jg i
A Friend in Need

Look here lad he said 4 with his
eyes on the floor you are In a pretty
tight fix arent you Why dont you
borrow money and pay this fellow
Dont be afraid to speak up That
would help you wouldnt it How muci
do you need to tide you over this
month Thirty dollars Why Ill lend
it to you in a minute

He had his out instantly
He was writing In it before I could

t

checkbook

r

With Annie at one side of the table sewing and I reuutug my manuscript aloud to them both

A New Arrival
i

Out of all the household confusion of
this period the scurrying feet the hur
ried calls for the doctor at night the
long siege of illness in the darkened

the silent sympathy of the men
at the office the dull realization that a
little daughter had come Into our home
the interm ingling of the little ones
cry piercing and strange with chuckles
and cradlesonps from the two grand
mothers out of all this I have now only
One distinct memory It is that of a
young girl lying gray and weak in a
bed of white pillows and thick comforts
Her eyes shone with a light that even
her husband dared not look upon Her
dear drawn face smiled in spite of her
suffering Her thin and warm and
dry caught mine as I stood for an in

either indicate a protest or mumble my
thanks The check was In my hands
while I still hesitated Then the Assist
ant Secretary said

Learn a lesson from an old friend o f
your fathers boy Never let a man
hound you for debt when borrowing
will keep him away Dont steal from
Peter to pay Paul borrow from him
And make damn good and sure that
Paul Is no Opercenter Now try to get
straight in a month

I wanted to thank him earnestly I
wanted to explain to him how these
debts had come Into existence I want
ed more than everything else to find
some ono to talk It all over with But
I only dropped my head on my breast
an instant and shambled ont

That night I told the whole story to
Annie as she sat with her arm thrust
along the tabletop and her cheek on
her elbow I tried to pass it oft as one
of these difficulties every man
has to solve periodically But the lit
tIe w ife would not have It so She lift
ed her head and put both hands across
the table toward me with a motion of
tho tenderest sympathy You ought
to have told me she said pleadingly

You ought to have told me We ought
to bear our burdens together Philip
With that she turned as though to go
upstairs and sautr to the floor in a faint
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stant at the bedside I could not see
anything after that

We have three children now and our
daughter is in the hleh school But to
this day when I think of my coming
to Washington and the longing of those
early years that picture dims my
glasses and carries me bnclc with a
start to the old ideals I call it m
confessional

I was away from the office nearly a
week When I went bad the clerks
all jumped up and griied my hand
asking me with the kindest motives how
I liked being a father and the other idi
otic questions men ask at such a time
Colonel Powell rang for mo at once It
was to inquire after Annie as though
she had been the Queen of England anti
lo tell me that Mrs Powell had sent out
to our house a basket fitted with toilet
things for the little girls bath He
sent me out of the room with thisMr Chamberlain and I had something else for the little newcomer but
we want you to hear of it from your
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ivlshes and the little daughter thai
3est congratulations They think not
many babies are born to so beautiful
hlldhopd They want you both toknow

highly they esteem the little
other and think it may help
specially the baby if you know that

department has raised his salary
00 a year He earned this by making
ur office laws so clear that even old

with bad eyes Bee
tern That is the chief why we
ITS glad to send you this news and to

lubscribfe ourselves dear Your
very humble servants

HENRY W POWELL
JULIUS C CHAMBERLAIN

Trap Sprung on CHMara

blessing has so far forerun an
ither The coming of the little daugh
er conv alescence of the
he increase ot iny salary the kindness
1 my superiors had all been links in a
hain The end was not yet News
reeted ine at the office which while

vastls ie3s importance than any of
hese items was still laden with relief
t was that OMara had been summoned
iefore the Secretary on charges
The office gossips exploited halt a

core of different accusations Mr
Mara had defaulted with thcs funds of

ils athletic association He had en
orsed certain office papers fraudulently
le had written a letter
Colonel Powell He had engaged on is
egular campaign to have that official
Iscredited
I learned the truth Mr Mac

herson who had It from thu app lat
fient clerk who had it in turn roci he
iecretarvs confidential steuOgriip er
Mara Vas accused nd substantially

lonvlcted by his own handwriting of
ross insubordination
The charge originated with Sonnelly

Ejho had been watching the 3ivision
ihief like The good he was He
iad noted a of the law
a typewriting in frequent use aiding

Aluras clerks He oDserveu tutnurhat those cierKs were iorwara njj ieyer
nd fewer cases for the nspecuuu jt the
aw clerics
Thereupon he sprung nis trap He had
n attorney decoy U uiara wicli H letteraaking complaint at some pretended
elay The envision chief sharp as heput his foot on the spring and

the attorney over his own
ignature explaining that the was
ue to certain recent changes in bureaujethods that despite the changes heouia try to guard against at m casesffeeting this attorney and that thettorney would do well in the future to

JVir OJiiara personally
The attorney more or less genuinely

umbfounded sent this letter toecretary without comment and whens author first heard that it had beenturned to the office it was to explana
ion of an order that he show causerhy he should not be dismissed
I despised Ojuara then J do nowtut I was moved to admire his gritirst no obtained a delay of two weekshe renewed his old ofecretarys office with Congressmen
ext he acknowledged the letter andarmally tnat it was a mlsike due to overzeal in behalf of the2rvice When all these shotsred his last gun by having one o
enatorial supporters have the wholeroceedlnr Quashed on condition that haesign

Ee Falls on His Feet
So OMara the upstart liar apostate

icompetent and disorganize left the
srvlce with his head high with flowers
n the desk he had demeaned and with
Is selfesteem apparently unshaken
e had risen suddenly and he tell Bud

enly That was the of the world
tid OMara was too much a man of the
rorld to be surprised But he fell on
Is feet If the papers were not foole d
his time as he had fooled them once
efore at least none of them printed
tie version of the Incident whlnn they
btained from the Secretary Within a
reek he had been made the District
gent for a great contracting company
nd the papers published that
Surely all this from the great blessigs at home to the lesser ones in the
Hice should have made me altogether

Yet it did not joy was
xinted with worry over money Atome when I ta with Annie thelought of money broke in so ruthless

that I feared often I was groins
razy If I looked at the little babys
lothes I found myself counting theirist Every dish of food represented so

ouch of a bill at the grocers Every
lovelful of coal harrowed my con
ience
And every day my trouble was leap
sg on living expenses grew In
Lead of decreasing The doctors bill
as alreidy greater than our debt for

irniture We had employed a trained
urse for two weeks at 25 a Be

a month could poss ibly have gone
y the installment men had swooped
awn on me again and I was able to
iard them away from the Secretarys
lice only by paying them and keeping
ie supply men waiting Even the in
ease in my salary suggested no es

the whole years advance paid to
e now in cash would not meet the

already Incurred
When I looked out of doors those days
id saw other men in warm clothes

alking by happily every one of them
icure against duns and free from the
rment of debt 1 turned from the win

ws with my heart as bitter against
e rich and as full of hate as any so

alist ever was I have never loved
ojiey in my life but I came near it

I was snut in by debt

To BG Continued Next Sunday

It Fills the Bill
the Editor of The Washington Tiniest
The Life of a Department Clerk Is

10 to nature It fills the bill I think
5 going to housekeeping a portrayal
ual to best effort itThe clerks are much Interested
d it is makins a big hit P THlay 22
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